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Petre Iberi in the Georgian Apostolic Orthodox Church Calendar, 1971.
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St.Ekvtime and St.Giorgi of the Holy Mountain (11th c.), Jvari (Cross)
Monastery, Jerusalem.



3\;35015 3(05«515@5015(/00@(053303, 3(713(7(73015 - 3050650&,
3075@&5& 50&55 GYXQ)OZS‘QO 3&5 50@ IV-ol 35{77;&7330

b3965009 396 dmofios, dsg God dsobg [fo6demms 965 5955k
6'. 33306’0330@02; 30(76 o(t}éylfég)oao.@éb- gé(?mébb-og)o 3@3'
07(70)50 bBQ)ﬂBOO’) (11. ]Vé?:).
The ktitors of Jvarit (Cross) Monastery - Holy King Mirian, Equal -
to - the - Apostles (4th century), Holy King Vakhtang Gorgasali (+502), and

King Bagrat IV (1027-1072). The fresco has not been preserved to this day.
This is a copy of the fresco, drawn by N. Chubinashvili.
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The genius Georgian poet Shota Rustaveli on bended knees before Saints John of Damascus and Maksimus the Confessor, facing John
of Damascus. There is an inscription in the fresco:” O Lord, have mercy on Shota, who had this fresco painted. Amen! Rustaveli”.
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The ancient Georgian mosaic inscription in Asomtavruli script
(430 — 440) made by St. Petre Iberi. Lazta Monastery, Palestine. Lazta
Monastery was founded by Sts. Petre Iberi and loane Lazi.
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270 Anhang II Leben des Isaias

Als sich darum in Paldstina zwischen einigen Mdnchen ein Streit
dartiber erhob, ob es recht sei, den Leib unseres Herrn als uns wesensgleich
zu bekennen, verfluchte jener in allem beriihmte Petros diejenigen, welche
nicht so bekennen wurden. Einige nun von ihnen stritten weiter bei ihm mit
denen, die seiner Meinung waren, iiber diese Sache. Da beschlossen beide
Parteien, den grofsen Isaias zu fragen, welche Meinung er dariiber habe, (S.
353) nachdem sie einander versprochen hatten, demjenigen beizustimmen,
was von ihm hieriiber gesagt werden wiirde. Als sie zu ihm kamen, horten
sie von ihm ebendieselbe Entscheidung gegen diejenigen, die nicht von dem
Einen, unserem Herrn Jesus Christus, bekennen wiirden, dafs er in der Got-
theit dem Vater wesensgleich, aber ebenfalls in der Menschheit uns wesens-
gleich sei.
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of Jvari (Cross) Monastery in 1845.



The Life and labours of our Holy and
Blessed Father Petre Kartveli (Iberi), who
was the Son of the King of Kartli (Iberia)

Introduction

The fifth-century great Georgian thinker and Church figure, the radiant
star of the Georgian nation, the pillar of Orthodoxy, the builder of churches
and monasteries in Syria-Palestine and Egypt, a great ascetic and bishop,
counted worthy to be numbered among the saints during his lifetime, the
holy and divinely-robed Petre Iberi (411 —491) (Murvanos in the world )
was the son of the right-believing king Varaz-Bakur of Kartli (Iberia).

Holy Petre Iberi was a contemporary and close relative of Holy King
Vakhtang Gorgasali (+502). He belonged to the oldest Georgian royal
dynasty of Parnavazi (IV-III centuries BC) (30, 791).

Holy Petre was born to a pious Christian royal family by the an-
nunciation of an angel of the Lord and even from womb was pure like
John the Great Forerunner (38, 133). From his youth Murvanos received
great grace from the Holy Spirit. He was still three years old when he
started learning the Holy Scriptures. The little prince studied it in Geor-
gian day and night. At the request of the Byzantine emperor Theodosius
the Younger, the twelve-year-old Iberian prince was sent to Constanti-
nople as a hostage. Murvanos had the Gospel of John in Georgian with
him. He was accompanied by his tutor Mitridate Lazi, who was one of the
most highly educated people of his time.

The land of Lazeti (the same Chaneti), in ancient times, was called
Chaldea. The Las people even today call themselves the Chaldeans. The
Apostle Andrew the First-called began the conversion of the Georgian
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nation from the land of Lazeti. In ancient times, Lazeti was a center of
Georgian culture.

Mitridate Lazi received his education at Pazisi philosophical Acad-
emy in Kolkheti (Colchis). In the IV - V centuries the rhetorical Academy
of Pazisi (now Poti) was an important cultural center.

At the Roman imperial court, Emperor Theodosius the Younger and
Empress Eudocia took Murvanos into their care. Mitridate Lazi and Em-
press Eudocia participated in the education of the Iberian prince. The em-
peror himself and imperial philosophers were amazed at the knowledge,
lucid mind and intelligence of the Iberian prince.

The grace of God was upon the young prince. At the royal court
Murvanos lived an ascetic life. He would spend most of his time in fast-
ing, praying and holding vigil through the night. Murvanos wore a rough
hair shirt under his fine royal clothes and slept on the ground. He was so
strict in his asceticism that God granted him the gift of wonder-working
from his youth. While he was still young, he performed miracles at the
Byzantine imperial court. One of those miracles was to light icon lamps
only on water without oil. The icon lamps were alight on water, shining
with surprising brightness day and night for seven days.

At the imperial court the stately prince Murvanos was put in charge
of the royal cavalry. A brilliant carrier was expecting him, but he wished
to devote himself to God. Once our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him
dressed in a monk’s robe. After this revelation, he was determined to
leave the vanity of the world. After this miracle, some noblemen were
tonsured monks.

Striving toward the monastic life, Murvanos and Mitridate secretly
from the emperor left Constantinople and fled to Palestine. On the way to
Jerusalem, in darkness, a pillar of light appeared before them to light the
way. In Jerusalem the Georgian prince and Mitridate Lazi were tonsured
as monks over the Holy Sepalcher. Murvanos was given the name Petre,
while Mitridate — [oane.



Petre and loane founded monasteries in Syria-Palestine and Egypt.
In his work The Life of Holy Petre Iberi, Zakaria Kartveli (the Georgian)
reports that Petre had a vision. Christ’s disciple, St. Mark, consecrated the
temple that had been built by Sts. Petre and loane Lazi. Because of the
labour-filled life in the service of God and pilgrimage activities, St. Petre
became so famous that he was proclaimed the stronghold of monasticism
of Syria- Palestine and Egypt. He was mentioned as a “Surprisingly emi-
nent man in the world”, “Peter the Great”, “Moses the Second”, or just
“our Moses”.

The great Georgian Church figure St. Petre Iberi is regarded as the
founder of the first Georgian community in Jerusalem. Petre Iberi and
Ioane Lazi laboured with great zeal to establish Georgian literary and
monastic centers in Syria-Palestine. They founded the Georgian Monas-
tery near Jerusalem (later it was called Jvari (Cross) Monastery), Lazta
(Bethlehem) Monastery, or the Monastery of the Laz in the Judean Des-
ert, on the bank of the Jordan River near Bethlehem, and the Monastery
of the Iberians ( Iberta Monastery) in Jerusalem near the Tower of David
the Psalmist. The foundation of St. Sabbas’ (+524) Monastery was also
ascribed to St. Petre Iberi (1, 20).

There were more than fifty Georgian churches and monasteries out-
side the border of Sakartvelo. Thirteen Kartuli (Georgian) churches were
discovered near Antioch (29, 75). Thirty-five monasteries on the Holy
Land belonged to the Georgians (39, 104). Jvari Monastery founded by
St. Petre Iberi was the oldest among the Georgian monasteries existed
abroad. Jvari (Cross) Monastery near Jerusalem was one of the most im-
portant religious and cultural-educational centers.

In the yard of Jvari Monastery is the biblical Lot’s cave. According
to Holy Tradition, Lot confessed his grave sin before his uncle Abra-
ham (Genesis 19:30-37). Patriarch Abraham gave his nephew Lot three
charred brunches of a cypress, a pine and a cedar. He advised Lot to
plant and water them every day. If the charred brunches sprouted and
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grew, it would be a sign that God granted remission of his heavy sin. A
miracle occurred. The three brunches not only sprouted, but they budded
and blossomed. Eventually they miraculously grew into one wonderful
tree. When the Temple of Solomon was being uilt, this tree was cut down
but left unused. It is said that the Cross on which Christ our Saviour was
crucified was made of this tree. In the fourth century Emperor St. Con-
stantine the Great presented Holy King Mirian, the first Christian king of
Kartli, with the land on which the miraculous tree had grown. In the fifth
century Holy King Vakhtang Gorgasali fulfilled the will of Holy King
Mirian, and on that land he founded Jvari Monastery. It was built by Petre
Iberi with the financial support of Holy King Vakhtang Gorgasali.

Archaeological excavations have confirmed the existence of the old-
est catacombs of the Georgian onks in Jvari Monastery olive garden and
even in the rock under the monastery dating from the first century A. D.
This gives us an opportunity to suppose that by that time the Georgian
monks had already laboured on this land, where later in the fifth century
a wonderful temple was erected by Holy Petre Iberi.

In the 11ncentury Saint Prokhore Kartveli (the Georgian) (a descen-
dant of the noble Shavsheti family) entrusted by King Bagrat IV Bagra-
tioni (1027 - 1072) restored the monastery.

At present Jvari Monastery is a Greek possession. The Greeks try
not to leave even the trace of the Georgian origin of the monastery. The
historical truth must be upheld.

V. Tzaferis, Ph D., the curator of the Greek Patriarchate in Jeru-
salem, writes: “The Holy Cross (Jvari) Monastery was restored by St.
Prokhore Kartveli, the Iberian monk from Mt. Athos, in accordance with
the decision of the Jerusalem Patriarchate and with the financial contribu-
tions of the Iberian king Bagrat IV." But, if Jvari Monastery was Greek
and belonged to the Greeks, then, why did the Georgians have to restore
it? Or why did the Greek Patriarchate give the Georgians permission to
restore the monastery of such a great importance? The answer is one; the



Georgians founded Jvari Monastery and, as the rightful owners, on legal
grounds they restored this magnificent center of the Georgian Christian
culture (17, 11).

The fact that Jvari Monastery was founded and was restored by the
Georgians was shown on the frescoes of the monastery. St. Constantine
the Great and his mother St. Helen, Holy King Mirian (IVc.), who re-
ceived that spot as a present from St. Constantine the Great, Holy King
Vakhtang Gorgasali (Vc.), who financed the construction of the monas-
tery, St. Petre Iberi — the builder, Venerable Fathers Ekvtime (+1028) and
Giorgi of the Holy Mountain (+1065) — the initiators, King Bagrat IV
— the financer, and St. Prokhore Kartveli (+1066) — the restorer of Jvari
Monastery were portrayed in the fresco.

There is an opinion that those who are called the Arabs of Jerusalem
represent the descendants of the Georgian warriors. According to Holy
Tradition, Holy King Vakhtang Gorgasali left them in the Holy City to de-
fend Jvari Monastery from enemies. The eminent Church figure P. Kon-
chashvili relates the following:” The village of Malkha is situated about
a twenty-minute walk from Jvari Monastery. The inhabitants of Malkha
are the descendants of those Georgians who stayed near Jerusalem by
order of Vakhtang Gorgasali in defense of Jvari Monastery from the Is-
lamic invasions. They cultivated the lands of the monastery and took care
of it. they have forgot their mother tongue and basically speak Arabic,
although they know that they came from the remote north and call them-
selves the “Gurjis” i.e. the Georgians (31, 80).

In 1952, in the Jordan Desert near Bethlehem in Palestine, an Italian
archaeologist Virgilio Corbo discovered and researched the ruins of the
Georgian monastery founded by St. Petre Iberi and loane Lazi (in about
429-444) in the name of St. Theodore the Tyro. The monastery is also
known as the Monastery of the Laz (Lazta Monastery in Georgian), or
Bethlehem Monastery. The floor of Lazta Monastery was decorated with
mosaic Georgian inscriptions. All of them were performed in the Geor-
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gian Asomtavruli (ecclesiastical) script. St. Petre Iberi’s name Murvan in
the world, his father and grandfather’s (on his mother’s side) names were
mentioned in three of the four inscriptions. That is obvious proof that the
monastery was founded by Petre Iberi.

“It 1s hardly possible to overestimate importance of the inscriptions
of the Jordan Desert for the history of the cultural life of Sakartvelo in the
early period of Christianity”, the eminent Georgian scholar Academician
Giorgi Tsereteli said. He is of the opinion that the discovery of the Geor-
gian inscriptions in Lazta Monastery, once more, confirms the idea that
the Georgian writing existed much earlier than the fifth century AD (9,
92). Indeed, later, as a result of the archaeological excavations in Nekre-
si, Academician Levan Chilashvili dated the Georgian inscriptions found
there from IV — II centuries BC and I-IV centuries AD. These ancient
Georgian inscriptions testify to the fact that Petre Iberi and his disciples
wrote their works in their own native language.

Georgian historiography connects St. Petre Iberi’s name with the
school of the first Georgian translators, one of the leaders of which must
have been St. Petre’s tutor and closest companion loane Lazi. He must
have directed the Georgian literary school in Palestine. Namely, the Geor-
gian inscriptions discovered in the monastery, founded by St. loane Lazi
and St. Petre Iberi, give us the right to make this statement (3, 18).

It is the merits of St. Petre Iberi, St. loane Lazi, and other Georgian
Church figures that according to St. Sabba’s will (+532), the Georgians
were allowed to perform the Divine Liturgy and to read the Holy Gospel
and Epistles in their own native language in St. Sabba’s Lavra (9, 92).

St. Petre Iberi was the author of the so-called The Books of the Ar-
eopagite, well-known in the Christian world. Dionysius the Areopagite
converted to Christianity by the Apostle Paul was regarded as the author
of the Pseudo-Dionysian writings. The mystery of the Pseudo - Diony-
sius the Areopagite has been solved by the Georgian scholar Academi-
cian Shalva Nutsubidze. In 1942 Shalva Nutsubidze suggested a theory



that the author of The Books of the Areopagite was the fifth-century
great Georgian thinker St. Petre Iberi. Ten years later the eminent German
scholar Ernest Honigmann quite independently from Shalva Nutsubidze
suggested the same theory. This theory is called the Nutsubidze- Hon-
igmann theory. Shalva Nutsubidze said:” St. Petre Iberi lit the way for
mankind from antiquity to Renaissance.”

St. Petre Iberi was deeply revered not only by the Orthodox Christians
but also by the Monophysites. After his blessed repose, both Chalcedonians
and anti-Chalcedonians numbered St. Petre among their saints (1, 20).

Soon after the blessed father’s death, in the sixth century Zakaria
Kartveli wrote St. Petre’s life in Assyrian. The eminent Georgian scholar
Academician Ivane Javakhishvili is of the opinion that the life of the holy
and blessed Petre must have been written in Georgian by Zakaria Kartve-
li for the saint’s compatriots. Because of the tumultuous history of the
Georgian nation, the original Assyrian The Life of St. Petre Iberi and the
Georgian works by Zakaria Kartveli have not been preserved. The entire
history of Sakartvelo has always been martyrdom for Christ our God. The
way of the Georgian people is the way of Christ — the way of the crucifix-
ion that will be followed by the inevitable resurrection.

His Holiness Ilia II, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia writes:
"When we reflect on our past, we are astonished at how the Georgian na-
tion has retained its language, its Christian Faith, and its culture despite
all the resistance it has faced. Our fortitude and spiritual endurance ap-
pear to be rooted in the unshakeable Christian soil on which we stand.
Even in times of war, the Georgian people have built new churches and
monasteries and continued to forge their extraordinary culture. We must
continue the great works for which our forefathers died.” (53, 34).

The Georgian people have the oldest and richest tradition of the
writing of hagiographical compositions. According to The Life of Kartli,
as early as in the fourth century, Sts. Salome and Perozhavra wrote The
Life of St. Nino, Enlightener of Kartli.
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In A History of the Georgian people, W. E. D. Allen reports: ”We
read, for instance, that King Mirian in the fourth century, before adopting
Christianity, endeavoured to inquire into the worth of the new religion,
and with this object read many “old and new books and also the Book of
Nimrod”. The Annals states also that St. Nino, the [lluminator of Georgia,
before her death, related the events of her life, and the Princess Salome
wrote all down. Prince Murvanos, the son of King Varaz Bakur, is also
recorded to have learnt reading so quickly that he astonished his elders.”
(55, 310).

In The Hierarchy of the Georgian Orthodox Church, Catholicoses
and Archbishops, the famous spiritual figure of the Georgian Apostolic
Orthodox Church, St. Polievktos the Confessor (Karbelashvili) writes:”
The Georgian monks laboured in the monasteries founded by Sts. Petre
Iberi and loane Lazi. These holy fathers returned to their motherland,
bringing theological writings with them. They strengthened the Geor-
gians in the true Faith and distributed spiritual books to churches and
monasteries through all of Kartli. St. Petre dedicated much of his time to
literary pursuits. He himself translated and wrote theological texts and
the Holy Scriptures in Georgian. On St. Petre’s instructions, his disciples
translated theological books. Educational scientific activities of the Geor-
gian monks in Palestine, on the Black Mountain near Antioch, Mount
Sinai, Mount Athos, Mount Olympus in Asia Minor, in Cyprus, and in
other monasteries lasted until the nineteenth century.” (2,28).

Metropolitan Anania (Japaridze) remarks: “Several works of St. Pe-
tre’s life have been preserved to this day. From the beginning one biog-
raphy is believed to have been written, which later was altered by bi-
ographers according to their creeds. The Georgian Apostolic Orthodox
Church has acknowledged The Life of St. Petre Iberi written in Assyrian
by Zakaria Kartveli the most trustworthy of all. As Zakaria Kartveli tells
us in his will, he was Venerable Petre’s fellow countryman, and that he
knew the holy father from his very youth unlike the Monophysite biogra-



phers, who got close to St. Petre in Palestine.

“I, poor Zakaria, his disciple, accompanied the holy father from Kar-
tli and was always with him until his blessed repose in the lord. That is
why, I described his life and virtuous deeds that I had seen with my own
eyes and heard with my own ears...”. According to Zakaria Kartveli, St.
Petre Iberi is Chalcedonian(4, 14). Zakaria Kartveli’s will is priceless. In
the 13th century a certain Makari the Elder or Makari Meskhi translated
The Life of St. Petre Iberi from the original Assyrian (written by Zakaria
Kartveli) into Georgian. In the 15th century the text was edited by a cer-
tain priest Pavle.

“We must be proud of this author and appreciate with dignity his
literary activity that throws light on the history of the Georgian-Assyrian
and the Georgian-Byzantine cultural relations at the time when St. Petre
Iberi, loane Lazi, and their Georgian cell-mates laboured fervently day
and night in Syria-Palestine to establish the Georgian literary and monas-
tic centers far from their motherland," Professor Ivane Lolashvili wrote
in his book The problem of the Areopagite.

Dear reader, as St. Petre Iberi’s biographer Zakaria Kartveli instructs
us, be imitators of our saint fathers’ lives and entreat them to pray to God
for the salvation of our souls, especially we should beseech the blessed
and holy bishop Petre, who is the Jewel and Pride of the Georgians and
the intercessor of the whole world.

The present text is the first modest attempt at translating of Fr. Za-
karia Kartveli’s work The Life of St. Petre Iberi into English. I ask in
advance for my dear readers’ forgiveness for involuntary mistakes.
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Father, bless us!

My beloved brothers, I want you to know the life of our holy and
blessed father Petre, who became a radiant star not only in Palestine, but
also in the entire world. The blessed Petre was of a royal, divine origin.
Having been raised on the Holy Scriptures and commandments of Christ,
like a good tree, he bore fruits abundantly of his time and before the ap-
pointed time pleasurable for every lovers of God, and he offered them to
our Saviour Jesus Christ. He offered the Creator of all not only his fruits
like Abel the Righteous, on whose offering the Lord looked with favour,
a sweet-smelling fragrance of which rose up before God like a holy in-
cense, but also he converted many souls to the true Faith. He offered the
Lord a lot of sweet-smelling fruits, many lambs - pure and blameless.

I am eager to tell you about the blessed Petre’s virtuous way of life
before I relate his origin or upbringing, although it would be better to
refrain from it. I think my lovers of God, it is more proper first to let you
know his divine origin, where and when this divine sprout blossomed,
and then to tell you about his virtuous deeds and miracles that he per-
formed. I am not going to narrate what I heard from others, but I want to
tell you what I saw with my own eyes. I have known the blessed father
since my childhood, and as his devoted son, I was always with him and
accompanied him wherever he went.

During the reign of the Greek king, the pious Theodosius the
Younger (the son of Arcadius and grandson of Theodosius the Great),
King Varaz-Bakur the Great (the fourth king after the Equal-to-the-
Apostles King Mirian') ruled Kartli (the land of the Iberians). King

! Holy King Mirian (4th century) was canonized by the Holy Synod of the
Apostolic Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Sakartvelo and was proclaimed as the

“Equal-to-the-Apostles” for his vital role in the conversion of Kartli. Once, while



Varaz-Bakur was the Orthodox Christian and greatly pious. He inherited
piety and fervent love for our Saviour Jesus Christ from his God-fearing
and Christian ancestors.

First, the Apostle Andrew the First-called preached the Holy Gospel
to the Iberian people (as God-loving Nikita, a philosopher, wrote in The
Pilgrimage and Preaching of St. Andrew the First-called), then Saint
Nino (4th century),! who was sent to Kartli by God Himself. Their teach-
ing bore a good fruit. The Iberian people believed in the Most Holy Trin-
ity, learnt His decrees, and they were baptized in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Having believed in the One True

King Mirian was out hunting on Mount Tkhoti, the Lord appeared to him... The
conversion of Kartli happened after this revelation.

The powerful empire of Kartli called Iberia by the Greeks was founded by
Saint Petre’s great ancestor Parnavaz in the 4th-3th centuries BC. After Holy King
Vakhtang Gorgasali’s (446 — 502) repose, the country was invaded many times by
the Sassanian Persians and the Orthodox Christian Byzantines. Early in the 7th cen-
tury the Byzantine emperor Heraclius conquered the entire Black Sea coast of Kartli.
On the conquered territory he founded Greek dioceses and made the Georgian peo-
ple speak Greek and conduct the divine services in the Greek language Despite all of

this the Georgian people have maintained their divine language and unique culture..

"Near Lake Paravani our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to Saint Nino in a dream.
He gave her a sealed scroll and instructed St. Nino to preach the Word of God in Kar-
tli. Because of her labours before God and the country, the Holy Synod of the Geor-
gian Apostolic Autocephalous Orthodox Church proclaimed St. Nino, the Equal—to—
the—Apostles and Enlightener of Sakartvelo (Georgia).
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God, the country of the Iberians and its Apostolic' Autocephalous Or-
thodox Church has never turned from Him to heresy. We, the Iberians
(Georgians), have never denied God and will never renounce Him by the
grace and mercy of the Most Holy Trinity and through the intercession
of the Most Holy Mother of God, who is the hope and protector of all
Christians.

As it was above-mentioned, King Varaz-Bakur was God-fearing and
very pious. But the right-believing king had no children. He fervently
prayed to God to have mercy on him and granted him a child.

Once, when King Varaz-Bakur was on his way back to the royal city
Mitskheta 2, it got dark. The king decided to spend that night by the bank

! The Georgian Church is called Apostolic, for it was founded by Christ’s Apos-
tles themselves. Therefore, the Georgian Church has been Apostolic, autocephalous
respectively since the first century.

2 Mitskheta was the ancient capital of Kartli. According to The Life of Kartli (the
chronicle of Kartli), Mtskhetos, the son of Kartlos (Noah — Japheth — Gomer —
Togarmah — Kartlos — Mtskhetos), the sixth generation after Noah, built a city at the
confluence of the Mtkvari and the Aragvi Rivers and gave it his own name Mtskheta.
Archaeological excavations confirm the existence of a settlement in Mtskheta and its
environs as early as the 3rd -2nd millennia BC. The world’s most important trade
routes ran through there, including the Great Silk Road, which connected Western
countries with the lands of the Orient. From the 4th -3rd centuries BC to the early 6th
century A.D., Mtskheta was the royal center of Kartli (Iberia was called by the Greeks),
“The seat of great kings”... The royal residence of Armaztsikhe (Armazi Castle, mod-
ern Bagineti) was situated on the right bank of the Mtkhvari River. According to the
chronicle The Life of Kartli, in the early third century B.C. Kartli’s first king Parnavaz
built strong walls around the city of Mtskheta, erected the idol of Armazi at the burial
place of Kartlos and started building a fortress around it. Armazi Castle became the
first residence of the kings of Kartli as well as the acropolis of the city. “According
to our research, Armazi is the Chaldean, Babilonian or Sumerian name. Armazi is the
Chaldean deity,” Tsira Intskirveli says in her book Christ’s Majestic Glory (43, 97).

King Parnavaz was of the biblical Kartlos’ lineage. Saint Petre was a descendant
of King Parnavaz and Kartlos’ lineage respectively. Mtskheta is also the cradle of
Christianity in Sakartvelo. It is called the new Jerusalim, for the Lord’s Robe, one of



of the Mtkvari River. Before having a rest, he said his prayers. When
he dozed off, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in glorious splendor.
The angel’s clothes were as bright as a flash of lightning.His face was
like the sun shining in all its brilliance. When King Varaz-Bakur saw the
angel of God, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel
told him: “Do not be afraid, Varaz-Bakur, King of Kartli. I am the angel
of the Lord. I have been sent to speak to you and tell you the good news.
Your prayer has been heard. Your wife will be with child and give birth
to a son. He will be great and perfect in the sight of the Lord and before
the people. He will bring the people back to the Lord our God”. When
the king woke up, he rejoiced and glorified God. Soon, after this vision,
the queen conceived and gave birth to a son. The firstborn was baptized
in the name of the Most Holy Trinity and was given the name Murvanos.
Thus, the blessed father Petre was born by the annunciation of the angel
like Jeremiah and Samuel the Prophets of the Old Testament, and even
from womb he was pure like John the Great Forerunner.Murvanos was
still three years old when he started learning the Holy Gospel.! He studied
it day and night with a special diligence. The grace of our Lord was upon

him, and he grew up in the fear of God.

the most sacred relics of the Church rests beneath Svetitskhoveli (the Life-giving Pil-
lar) Cathedral in Mtskheta.

' As it is seen from the biography of Petre Iberi, by that time the Holy Gos-
pel had already existed in the Georgian language. Murvanos read the Holy Gospel
diligently day and night in the Georgian language for nine years (from age three
to twelve). One of the oldest Georgian inscriptions found in Lazta (the Georgian)
Monas tery, which had been constructed by the blessed Petre Iberi and Ioane Lazi,
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In those days Byzantium was at war with Persia. Fearing that the
king of Kartli and the Persians would unite their forces in an attempt to
defeat the Byzantines, Emperor Theodosius the Younger demanded the
Iberian prince as a hostage in order to be love and peace between the
Georgians and the Byzantines. King Varaz Bakur would rather form an
alliance with the Christian country than with the impious Persian fire-
worshippers, and he sent his twelve-year-old son, Murvanos, to the Byz-
antine imperial court in Constantinople. Murvanos was accompanied by
his tutor Mitridate Lazi, who was a philosopher and highly educated man
of his time.

Emperor Theodosius the Younger received the Iberian prince affec-
tionately and raised him as though he were his own son. There was a mo-
nastic atmosphere at the emperor’s court. Emperor Theodosius, Empress
Eudocia, and the entire imperial court adhered to a strict ascetic regime.
They spent most of their time in prayers, fasting, night services, keeping
vigil through the night, and distributing the greater part of their money to

confirms the same once more .

In his work the Hierarchy of the Georgian Orthodox Church, Catholicoses and Arch-
bishops, Saint Polievktos (Karbelashvili) the Confessor (+1936) writes:” it is obvi-
ous allegation of the fact that when Holy King Mirian (4% century) ruled Kartli,
the clergy established theological schools at churches throughout Kartli, where they
instructed the youth in chanting and reading of the Holy Gospel in the Georgian lan-
guage. They were also trained in calligraphy, jewelry making and other disciplines,
and this teaching was perfect. The clergy converted the Georgian nation to psalm-
readers or chanters. They chanted psalms and ecclesiastical songs even when they
worked in fields.

In The Life of Peter the Iberian, John Rufus reports that like the Hebrew king
David the Prophet, Arsilios (Archil), St. Petre’s uncle, employed “sacred singers” in
his palace who accompanied the daily meals with “singing the Holy words of God.”
In that way Arsilios had turned his palace for all practical purposes into a church, as
Rufus clearly mentions (50, 124).



the poor. When Murvanos ! (who was raised in the Christian Faith and
was filled with love and fear of God from his childhood in his moth-
erland, Kartli), saw the piety and God-fearing of the imperial court, he
increased his virtues — constant prayers, fasting, vigil, calmness, compas-
sion, love, kindness, patience, humility, the giving of alms to the poor and
needy, and as the Holy Apostle would say, he was adorned with divine
virtue. Most of all he acquired the purity of mind and body like the bibli-

' The father of our blessed father Peter was Busmarios, king of the Iberians;
his father’s father was also Busmarios; his mother, Bakurduktia; his mother’s moth-
er, the holy Duktia. His maternal grandfather was the great Bakurios, the husband
of Duktia and the first Christian king who ruled that country, having led that whole
nation to the fear of God.

The great Bakurios, the first Christian king of the Iberians, and his wife Duk-
tia attained such a height of the fear of God, of virtue, and of ascetic ways of life in
Christ that, even though they were king and queen, while still reigning they sought
to live and did live lives of monasticism. For when the two together had reached a
satisfactory mutual agreement, they abandoned carnal intercourse, since the beget-
ting of children, which already had been granted to them, was sufficient for them.
Indeed, the faithful Bakurios would give himself over to fasting, prayer, and the
giving of alms, even sweeping the church of the city three times a week with his
own hands. Because he was very lavish in love of the poor, he did not consider it
unfitting to have various cooked meals made in his palace, which he would carry
in large baskets, bringing them at night to the house for the poor that had been
built by him, and those who were lying there the king fed with his own hands.
The blessed Duktia, his wife and partner in his zeal, cast off from herself all royal
ornament and clothed herself in sackcloth. She even sold her sedan chair, all her
gold and pearls, and distributed the money to the poor. On many occasions when
she prolonged her periods of fasting and prayers, she received from our Lord such
grace that she would merely lay her hands on someone and accomplish healing.
Again, concerning the great Bakurios, her husband, it is appropriate that we would
not pass over this story. For along with his other virtues, he once also wove the
crown of confessorship, or rather, as he would have wanted, even of martyrdom.
Once he was going to war alongside the emperor of the Persians as one who had
made a covenant of peace with him and as his general. When he saw that as soon



cal Joseph. Murvanos secretly wore a rough hair shirt under his fine royal
clothes. He ate once in one or three days, or sometimes only once a week
like Daniel the Prophet and his three friends. He mortified his flesh and
strengthened fire of the soul which Jesus, the Son of God, had brought
on the earth. “I have come to bring fire on the earth and how I wish it
were already kindled” (Luke 12:49). The Lord bestowed upon the young
prince the gift of healing the sick.

In those days Christians were tortured to death in Iran. A group of
faithful Christians who had witnessed their tortures for Christ’s sake sent
the martyrs’ holy relics to King Varaz-Bakur. Murvanos always had the
holy relics of the martyrs with him. When Murvanos wanted to sleep, he lay
straight on the ground in front of the holy relics of the martyrs and slept in
such a way. In a dream those martyrs appeared to him as horsemen. They
comforted Murvanos and related to him about the Lord’s eternal Kingdom.

as the sun arouse, the emperor and all his generals, consuls, and satraps, as well as
all the nobility, suddenly leapt down from their horses and worshiped the sun. He
himself remained sitting on his horse. When this was told to the emperor by the other
satraps, Bakurios stood before him and asked if what had been told about him was
true. He shouted out with confidence in front of the whole army. “I am a Christian,
and it is not lawful for me that I should forsake the one who alone is the true God
and Creator of all to worship his creature, created to give light for the service of my-
self and of all human beings.” The emperor, even though he was very amazed and
dumbfounded by his boldness, turned around and secretly said to his own people,
“It is Bakurios, and we are in need of him. What can we do to him?” These are only
some of the heroic deeds of Bakurios. Osduktia, the paternal grandmother of the
blessed Petre, was so holy in every respect that after her death when a guard post
that was under construction was collapsing during an earthquake, it ceased collaps-
ing immediately when her body was brought out and laid there like that of one of
the saints. The blessed Zuzo who reared the blessed one was so holy that when Petre
was an infant, while he was sleeping at her side, she would often drench him with
tears when she rose up at night and was saying the following words in the Iberian
language: “Lord Jesus, my God and Giver of my life, have mercy on me!”(50, 7-15).
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One year passed. On the twelfth day, after celebrating our Lord Jesus
Christ’s Nativity, the feast of the Baptism of Jesus (Theophany) arrived.
The emperor and empress, the nobility, and all the people went to the
Church of Saint Sophia built by Emperor Constantine the Great (306-
337) to attend the Divine Liturgy. The servant of the Lord, Murvanos,
stayed at the palace in order to pray (to perform the canon of prayers)
more diligently and not to let his body have a rest. He also wanted to
serve the martyrs’ holy relics. Murvanos cleaned icon lamps because he
was going to light them in front of the holy relics. He asked one of his
servants for oil, but the servant did not bring him any oil and said angrily:
“What is it? Every Christian celebrates the feast of the Baptism of Christ
and rejoices. But we live as if we were monks”. He even intended to kill
the prince in order to get free and act of his own free will. The servant’s
words did not make him angry. The blessed Murvanos got up calmly and
filled the icon lamps with water instead of oil. Then he fell on his knees,
stretched out his arms to the heavens, like Holy Elijah the Prophet and
asked God and the holy martyrs for the grace in order to light the icon
lamps. O miracle! In a flash the icon lamps were lit and remained alight
on the water without oil during seven days and seven nights. Emperor
Theodosius the Younger was informed about the miracle. The emperor
and his court came to see the icon lamps that were lit on water. Having
seen this miracle, they glorified God and said: “Blessed is Murvanos, the
servant of God”. The emperor kissed his holy face. After this miracle, the
emperor and his court loved the pious prince even more.

The young Murvanos faithfully kept the following rule. Everyday he
shared his food with the poor. Once, when Murvanos was fervently pray-
ing with tears, he saw the Lord Jesus Christ standing in front of him. Mur-
vanos immediately knelt before Jesus, venerate Him and began to wet
His holy feet with his tears, entreating: “O Lord, O Lord, do not forsake
me”. The Lord comforted him and vowed: “God-pleasing many deeds
will be performed by you, and surely I am always with you to the end of



your life”. But those who were standing with him saw nothing, although
they guessed that Murvanos had seen a divine vision. From that time on
Murvanos was determined to set off for Jerusalem.

When Emperor Theodosius the Younger heard about it, he sum-
moned the Iberian prince and pleaded with him not to leave the palace.
Murvanos did not obey him, for his decision was firm. Then the emperor
ordered that the blessed Murvanos be kept under strict custody. A group
of guards secretly attempted to murder him, for they feared that the em-
peror might punish them in case the Iberian prince fled the country. But
God protected His chosen, faithful servant Murvanos, as He had rescued
Joseph from his brothers.

Ioane the Eunuch (the same Mitridate Lazi), a tutor and companion
of the Iberian prince, was a holy man far from any evil thing. Both of
them, Murvanos and Mitridate Lazi, had a single desire to serve God
more fervently. Once, when they were sitting and talking about the eter-
nal life, they remembered Saviour’s words, “I tell you that if two of you
on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there
am [ with them” (Matthew 18:19-20). And again, “And anyone who does
not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:38).
Aspired to the spiritual life, they decided to leave the palace secretly from
the emperor at the first convenient opportunity.

How the blessed Petre mastered the Greek language (Prince Murva-
nos was given the new name Petre after he had been tonsured a monk), I’ll
tell you the following. While we were still in Constantinople, he studied the
Greek language and other disciplines so easily that the emperor and philos-
ophers at the imperial court were amazed at his great intellect. In the same
way he easily learnt the Assyrian' language when we went to Jerusalem.

! The Georgian historical sources give us information about the first language.

According to The Life of Kartli, the first language was Assyrian (38, 163). The
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Murvanos and loane, as it was above-mentioned, were firmly deter-
mined to leave Constantinople. One night they found the right time, took
a piece from the Life-giving Cross, the holy relics of the martyrs and set
off for Jerusalem. When they left Constantinople, Murvanos and loane
beheld a pillar of light, which lit the way in darkness. A voice was heard
from the pillar of the light: “Seek the light that comes from the Father of
the Heavenly Light.” “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).

Having seen the pillar of the light and heard the voice from it, the
saints were overjoyed and praised the Most Holy Trinity. Meanwhile they
reached the seaside. By God’s Providence, they found a boat. They went
on board and set sail. At dawn, when Emperor Theodosius the Younger
learned of the blessed Murvanos’ escape, he ordered that the Iberian
prince be found immediately. The Roman soldiers searched every-
where, but their search was in vain because God defended His ser-
vants.

They sailed across the sea, reached land in safety and set foot on
the shore. They took the piece from the Life-giving Cross, the Holy
Gospel, the holy relics of the martyrs, and proceeded on foot. Murva-
nos and Ioane witnessed many miracles by God’s Providence. During
the whole journey, a sweet-smelling myrrh flowed abundantly from
the piece of the Life-giving Cross. When they got tired, they took the
sweet-fragrant myrrh and anointed their bodies with it. After anoint-
ing their bodies with myrrh, weariness completely disappeared. It gave

the saints great joy, and they praised God. After that, they reached

Assyrian language is the same Chaldean (43, 439).

Strabo, as well as other ancient Greek historians, pointed out that the Chaldis
are the same Chalybis. In ancient times the Chaldeans were called the Chalybis,
while the Chalybis were Kartuli (the Georgian) tribe. The Chalybis - Chaldis are
the same Lazes (Chans) (29,139).



a town. The head of the town took them captive and cast them into
prison, saying: “You are fugitive slaves. I am not going to set you free
until your pursuers come”. The very same night there was such a vio-
lent earthquake that many buildings collapsed in the town. That night
the head of the town had a vision. Some men appeared to him in a
dream and told him, if he did not release the prisoners, the entire town
would be completely destroyed. The frightened head of the town rose
up before dawn and hurried to the prison. He felt on his knees be-
fore the prisoners, released them and begged their forgiveness. He en-
treated them with tears to remain in the town and promised to found
a monastery. But they did not agree and continued their way toward
Jerusalem.

As soon as Murvanos and Mitridate approached Jerusalem, the Holy
City, they stopped and shed many tears. Then they entered the Holy City
and venerated the Holy Places and Churches of the Holy Sepulchre (the
Church of the Resurrection), of the Nativity in glorious Bethlehem, of the
Ascension on the Mount of Olives, Golgotha (which means the place of
the Skull), and Gethsemane (the burial place of the Most Holy Mother of
God), the place from where her purest body was taken up into heaven
by her Son our Lord Jesus Christ. They venerated the Church of the Pro-
batike, Holy Mount Sion, the place where Jesus’ disciples used to be all
together, and other Holy Places with fervent tears.

A famous Roman nobleman Pinianus and his wife Melania, the
daughter of a Roman senator, laboured in Jerusalem. Pinianus and Me-
lania established two monasteries: one for men and one for women,
and they started the monastic life there. Pinianus was an example of
obedience for the brothers of the monastery to follow. He would carry
some wood on his shoulders for his monastery. The blessed Melania
like Pinianus worked with her own hands in order to earn her daily

bread according to the rule given by the Apostle Paul himself: “If a
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man will not work, he shall not eat” (Il Thessalonians 3:10).

Melania recognized Murvanos and Ioane, who she had known
from Constantinople. She welcomed them warmly and took Murvanos
and loane under her care. She sent them to the monastery that had
been built by the blessed Pinianus and entrusted them to abbot who
was ascetic and virtuous. The abbot of the monastery received Murva-
nos and Mitridate with great joy. They were tonsured monks at the-
Holy Sepulchre of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Holy Tomb of Christ).
Murvanos was given the name Petre, while Mitridate Lazi — Ioane. Af-
ter having been tonsured, the abbot took them to the monastery again.

Petre and Ioane prayed without ceasing day and night, and suc-
ceeded in God-pleasing all good deeds until twenty five years of Petre’s
life passed. Constant prayers, fasting, and the earth as bed exhausted
his body. The blessed Petre tortured his body to such an extent that
only dried skin and bones were left from him. His garment was the
same as beggar’s. In search of solitude and to labour with much greater
zeal, Petre and loane withdrew to the wilderness where they stayed
for a long time, and then they returned to the monastery again. Then
they left the monastery and with some amount of the money brought
by them from Constantinople, they built a guest house where a refec-
tory, a place for washing feet, and beds were prepared for pilgrims.

Petre was famous for his charitable labour. Petre and loane gave
shelter to their countrymen from Kartli and pilgrims from Greece. Af-
ter that, they went to a desert, gathered brothers and founded a mon-
astery there. When Patriarch Anastasius heard about their labours, he
summoned them. Petre and Ioane were ordained priests despite their
great resistance, for they considered themselves unprepared for the
priesthood. After having been tonsured, they were sent to the monas-
tery again.

As soon as they returned to the monastery, the blessed Petre and



Ioane started building a church in honour of the Most Holy Mother of
God. While constructing the church, the blessed Petre felt tired and
lay to have a rest. Then the devil appeared to Petre. He mocked him,
saying: “Why did not you stay in the imperial city in order to drink
and eat for a pleasure? You have worked in vain. You have no grace.
But the holy Petre despised him, saying: “Away from me, Satan. I only
worship my Lord and put my hope in Him. It is you and your demons
- desperate and hopeless”. Immediately the evil one turned into smoke
and disappeared. Holy Petre besought our Lord with bitter tears. Then
the Lord our Jesus Christ appeared to him and said:"Petre, what has
happened? Why are you so worried? Do not you know that I have
power over life and death, and life comes from me? Your labour is not
in vain. No one’s work will be lost. Quite the contrary, I will reward
anyone many times not only for his work but even for his thoughts.”
“Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven” (Mat-
thew 5:12). “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). “Now,
look up into the sky”. Petre looked up to heaven and saw a splendidly
adorned temple which was shining like the sun. He also saw men
about fifty in number, full of glory, who were serving and chanting
in the temple. And the Lord told Petre: “Behold, it is the temple that
you have built. Do not worry any more and rejoice”. After the Lord
Jesus had spoken to Petre, he was taken up into heaven. Holy Petre
worshiped the Lord and praised Him.

Having strengthened by God’s grace and mercy, the blessed Petre
finished construction of the church. When the monastery was com-
pleted, the blessed father gathered worthy monk-ascetics. He estab-
lished the typikon (the rules and canons) for the monastery and ap-
pointed a divinely-robed father as abbot. In such a way the monas-
tery was founded. It was called Kartuli (the Georgian) monastery (the
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Georgian monastery has been called the Holy Cross (Jvari) Monastery
since the sixth century).

After that, the blessed fathers Petre and Ioane left the monastery,
and they founded another monastery ! in the Judean Desert on the
bank of the Jordan River near Bethlehem. The Lord performed many
miracles through Saint Petre. Holy fathers kept memorial services for
the martyrs, whose relics the holy Petre always carried with him. The
blessed fathers always remembered the Apostle Peter’s command,
“Venerate saints and celebrate their memories”.

Once, when Petre and Ioane were still in their monastery on the
bank of the Jordan River, the wasp occurred on the blessed loane’s
face. It was eating his face. Because of the severe skin illness, he was
losing his eyesight. Ioane was ashamed to appear in public, and he
covered his face with hands. Holy Petre took him to Jerusalem to the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre (the place of the Holy Golgotha). They
prayed fervently and tearfully pleaded with God to help them in their
sufferings. Having completed their prayers, everybody witnessed how
a hand came out of the Holy Rock (the worshipful Rock of the Holy
Golgotha) and touched Ioane’s face. He was healed of the severe skin
illness at once. Even more, his face was completely pure and no trace

remained of the disease. Everybody glorified the Allmerciful God,

1In 1952, in the Jordan Desert near Bethlehem in Palestine, an Italian archae-
ologist Virgilio Corbo discovered and researched the ruins of Kartuli (the Geor-
gian) monastery founded by Sts. Petre Iberi and Ioane Lazi (in about 429 — 444) in
the name of St. Theodore the Tyro. The monastery is also known as the monastery
of the Laz (Lazta Monastery in Georgian), or Bethlehem Monastery. The floor of
Lazta Monastery was decorated with mosaic Georgian inscriptions. All of them
were performed in Georgian Asomtavruli script. St. Petre Iberi’s name Murvan in
the world, his father and grandfather’s (on his mother’s side) names were men-
tioned in three of the four inscriptions. That is obvious proof that the monastery
was founded by Sts. Petre Iberi and Ioane Lazi.



Who had helped the saint fathers.

Later, loane became deathly ill again. Whoever saw him would
say that his recovery was impossible. The hopeless state of Ioane’s
health grieved the holy and blessed Petre, because the parting with
the blessed Ioane would be a great loss for him. Although the blessed
Ioane rejoiced that soon he would leave his flesh. He was hoping that
the Almighty God might have made him worthy of everlasting life.
One night the blessed Petre stood praying. He prayed to God for Saint
Ioane’s recovery. Suddenly he heard a voice from heaven: “Petre, be-
cause of your love and fervent prayers, loane will live twelve more
years”. Instantly Ioane stood up to his feet completely healthy. Scales
fell off his whole body. His skin was the same as an infant’s. Having
seen it, everybody glorified God, Who performed miracles for those
who are God-fearing and faithful to Him.

Then the holy Petre told the blessed Ioane as a token of gratitude
to offer the Bloodless Sacrifice to God. The blessed loane explained to
Petre that he would not be able to celebrate the Liturgy, for because
of the illness, he had no voice. The blessed Petre replied: “If your sac-
rifice is pleasant to God, the voice will be given back to you.” Then
the blessed Ioane stood up, entered the altar and started the Divine
Liturgy. And he was given from the Lord a voice that was stronger and
prettier than he had before.

After that, the blessed Ioane had a revelation in his cell. He beheld
the dread Judgment (Christ’s Second Coming). The revelation lasted
three days and three nights. In his revelation the blessed Ioane beheld
thrones prepared for the Last Judgment. In heaven the Life-giving
Cross appeared in the clouds. Then he saw the Lord God Almighty -
the Judge of all creation, Who sat on the throne. The heavenly hosts of
angels, archangels, seraphims and cherubims were standing around
the throne. He also saw the Apostles, who were seated on the thrones.
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The prophets, all the saints and the righteous were standing at the
right hand of Christ God. The blessed and holy fathers Petre and Ioane
were sitting before the altar with a great company of monks around
them whom they presented before God. Each was judged according to
what he had done. Ioane beheld how the angels were throwing some
of them into the lake of fire !, while others were gaining imperish-
able crowns. Ioane also beheld the Most Holy Mother of God, who
was standing before the throne of her Son and was praying for the
whole world. The vision was so dreadful that it was indescribable as
the blessed father Ioane told us. After the revelation, the blessed father
became thoughtful. He did not speak to anyone for thirty days; with
his thoughts the blessed Ioane was not on earth, he was in heaven, and
his face was radiant ? like the face of an angel.

Holy Petre, his disciples and the blessed Ioane left for Egypt 3.
They set off on a pilgrimage to the Skitys Desert, where they visited
hermit - ascetics. Petre and Ioane chose a place in the desert, where
they constructed a church and founded a monastery around. Holy Pe-
tre brought a bishop to consecrate the newly built church. But they
had a vision. They beheld Christ God’s disciple Mark the Evangelist,
who was consecrating and anointing their church. By God’s author-
ity and power, the blessed Petre performed many wonders and mi-

raculous signs among the people not only in the church that he him-

' The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15).

2 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testi-
mony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had
spoken with the Lord (Exodus 34:29).

3 In the Egyption desert, in the necropolis of the Thebes has been discovered a
church which, as M. Tarkhnishvili points out, was built by Petre the Iberian and
belongs to the 5th century (9, 75).



self had built, but also in Alexandria. He healed demon-possessed men,
paralytics, and many others of their bodily infirmities. All of them
were cured of their diseases.

The blessed fathers Petre and Ioane returned to Jerusalem, where
again they built a guest-house for pilgrims. Then they started building
a church.! A certain rich layman was building a church nearby. He
came into conflict with St. Petre’s disciples over the boundary line.
One day, when the venerable loane was with the builders, that man
started a quarrel with Ioane again. While arguing, he struck Ioane in
the face and ejected the builders from there. Ioane did not utter a word.
He came into Petre’s cell and informed him about what had happened.
Holy Petre did not rebuke the layman. He just said quite calmly: “It
will be surprising if he does not die tonight”. In the morning that man
was found dead in spite of being quite healthy. God’s wreath befell
him. “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s
wreath, for it is written: it is mine to avenge; I will repay, says the
Lord” (Romans 12:19). Having buried him, Petre and Ioane proceeded
and finished construction of the church with the help and mercy of
God. His love endures forever.

The blessed fathers obediently served all visitors who came from
everywhere to venerate the Holy Places. They received and nourished
pilgrims, the poor and needy at their own expenses. Once supplies ran
out. The multitude of pilgrims and the poor came to gather at their

1Tt is the church that Sts. Petre and Ioane built in Jerusalem on the north side
above the church of the Holy Zion near the so-called the Tower of Davit. There
they founded a monastery that still exists to this day and is called the monastery
of the Iberians (Iberta Monastery). Jvari (the Holy Cross) Georgian Monastery is
not to be confused with the monastery of the Iberians. Jvari Monastery is located
just outside the Old City in the western part of Jerusalem.
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place as usual. The holy fathers trusted in God started praying. They
besought God: “O Lord, You say, do not worry about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will worry about itself” (Matthew 6:34). But what we can do
now when we have run out of food products”. While the holy fathers
were praying, every jar was filled with wheat, flour, oil, and wine. All
these products were in abundance, and jars were overflowing. Having
seen this miracle, they praised the Lord and distributed food gener-
ously to the pilgrims, the poor and needy .

Archimandrite Zeno advised Petre and loane to return to a mon-
astery and labour with brothers there. They followed Father Zeno’s
advice in humble obedience and continued the monastic life in a mon-
astery near Jerusalem. They took on the highest and strictest monastic
discipline. They laboured with great zeal as if they were newly ton-

sured. Every day they gained virtues and attained the great spiritual

!' It often happened that they had ten tables in one day, especially on feasts. With
his hospitality St. Petre is compared with Abraham. “The Lord appeared to Abra-
ham near the great trees of Mamre... Abraham looked up and saw three men
standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to
meet them and bowed low to the ground... Then he ran to the herd and selected
a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. He then
brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and

set these before them... (Genesis 18:1 — 8).

We intend not only to draw a parallel between Abraham and St. Petre’s
hospitality, but we think it is significant to note that when Abraham’s father
Terah set out from Ur of the Chaldeans, at that time Chaldea was still inhab-
ited by the Georgians’ ancestors, Kartvelian (proto-Georgian tribes). According
to The Life of Kartli, in the historical region of Javakheti, at the source of the
Mtkvari River, Mtshketos’ (the son of Kartlos) youngest son, Javakhos, built two
cities: Tsunda and Artanisi, later called Ur (38, 10). It was similar to Ur in Chal-
dea. Proto-Kartvelians of Ur in Javakheti had economical relations with Ur of the
Chaldeans. The city of Ur retained an economic-strategical importance during
the reign of King Parnavaz in Kartli.



heights.The venerable father Ioane fell asleep in the Lord in that
monastery (Saint Petre’s spiritual teacher, Ioane Lazi, reposed on Oc-
tober 4, 465). He was buried with great honour in the Georgian Mon-
astery, which had been founded by Sts. Petre Iberi and loane Lazi. The
blessed Petre laboured in the monastery, where he had been sent by
Father Zeno for many years. His labour was immeasurable, for
the Spirit of the Lord was on him. The voice of St.Petre’s glory went
out into all the earth. Outstanding in virtue, a heavenly man and an
earthly angel, the venerable father Petre was desirable for everyone as
the true servant of Christ our God.
At that time the bishop of Maiuma (the port-city of Gaza) died.
The inhabitants of the city arrived in the Holy City. They appeared
before the patriarch and requested: “Your Holiness, the bishop of our
city died. We do not want any other bishop than Petre Kartveli”. The
patriarch ordered that Petre be sought. The people of Maiuma searched
everywhere and found him in a desert, for our holy father was a great
lover of a desert. He often withdrew to the wilderness to talk to the
One True God alone. As soon as the people of Maiuma found the
blessed Petre, they caught and bound him, for they feared that the
holy father would flee. When the holy and blessed Petre learned that
the patriarch was about to consecrate him as bishop, he got grieved
and started weeping bitterly. He pleaded with them to set him free as
he was a sinner, but nobody listened to him. They were on their way
to Jerusalem when night fell near a village. They stayed at a big house
in order that Petre would not escape. Holy Father asked them to untie
him at night and to tie again at dawn. The people untied him accor-
ding to Petre’s request. When everybody fell asleep, the holy Petre
got up in silence. He was determined to throw himself down. He was
thinking of escaping, if not, at least, he hoped that he would injure
himself and would be deprived of the honour that was expecting him.
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He hated glory of the world and strove to live a solitary life. Then
the Lord appeared to him with the host of angels and said: “Petre,
do not you know what I have said to my disciple Peter, who resist-
ed while washing his feet?” Petre trembled in fear and replied: “O
Lord, I know”. Then the Lord said to him: “Now I tell you the same.
Take care of my sheep if you want to have part with me.” The Lord
comforted and strengthened him. Then the Lord was taken up into
heaven. Petre venerated the Lord and glorified His holy name. In
the morning the people brought the blessed Petre before the patri-
arch to whom Petre said that he was not worthy of such honour. The
blessed father accused himself of being a great sinner, and that he
was unworthy to be consecrated bishop. But nobody listened to him,
for they knew that Saint Petre was completely flawless and perfect.

Patriarch Theodosius took St. Petre to the church where by di-
vine Providence, he was consecrated bishop of Maiuma. Theodosius
asked the holy and blessed Petre to stay with him for some time. He
knew that Petre was God’s great servant. When several days passed,
the patriarch summoned the city officials of Maiuma and instructed
them in divine teaching, but about Petre he said: “O men, who are
loved by God, this good shepherd has been sent to you by the Lord
Himself. Obey and follow him with all your heart and with all your
soul, as you obey and follow Christ’s precepts”. They received the holy
and blessed Petre with great joy and thanked the Lord God, Who had
sent them such a good shepherd.

Patriarch Theodosius sent St. Petre with great honour to the epis-
copal throne of Maiuma. When the blessed father approached the city,
all the people came out to meet him with lighted candles, chanting
hymns and censing with holy incense. Venerable Petre together with
his flock entered the city, and then they went into the temple. That

day many wonders and miraculous signs were worked by St. Petre.



The people rejoiced and thanked God, Who had granted them such a
good shepherd.

Holy Petre did not perform the divine services for a long time.
Then he heard a voice from heaven, saying to him: “Petre, increase
your talent. Offer the Bloodless Sacrifice if you do not wish to be pun-
ished like a servant who hid his master’s talent in the ground” (the
Parable of the Talents) (Matthew 25:14-31).

On hearing the Lord’s voice, he stood up trembling with fear and
started celebrating the Liturgy. When St. Petre divided the flesh of
Christ (broke the bread), the clergy and monks standing there saw
how the holy altar was filled with blood. Petre himself was startled
and was gripped with fear. Terrified by what had happened, St. Pe-
tre moved away from the holy table. Then a voice was heard from
heaven, saying to the bishop: “Finish offering the Bloodless Sacrifice,
because it has happened not for you, but for me (in another version
- for your flock). I wish everybody to know how glorious and dread-
ful the Bloodless Sacrifice is (Saviour’s incorruptible flesh). It cleanses
and heals souls and bodies, and enlightens minds of the blameless who
receive the Holy Gifts with fear and awe, but it condemns the wicked
with unclean minds and hearts.

Having seen this miracle and having heard a voice from heaven,
all rejoiced and glorified the One True God, Who had granted them
such a good shepherd. From that time on St. Petre was considered to
be an angel of God.

In the year 450 Emperor Theodosius Younger died and Emperor
Marcian (450-475) ascended the throne. He convened the Fourth Ecu-
menical Council of Chalcedon' in 451. Six hundred and thirty bish-

! The Fourth Ecumenical Council took place at the Cathedral where Holy
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ops participated in the Council. The Council of Chalcedon accepted
Christ’s two natures. It formulated that Christ was “one person in two
natures” — one divine and one human. Holy Fathers condemned her-
etics, for they did not acknowledge that Christ’s one person was co-
posed of two natures — divine and human and did not admit Christ’s
birth from the Virgin. Emperor Marcian sent his imperial troops to
Palestine in order to chase heretics out of the country. The fight broke

out between Chalcedonians and anti-Chalcedonians. Many Orthodox

Great-martyr Euphemia’s holy relics, radiant by miracles, were rested. Despite
long debates, the opposed parties - Monophysites and Dyophysites (Chalcedo-
nians) could not come to common consent. Patriarch Anatolius of Constanti-
nople suggested solving the Church discord trusted in the Holy Spirit through
Saint Euphemia’s intercession. The opposed parties wrote their own confession
of faith and sealed up the scrolls. In the presence of Emperor Marcian they
opened the shrine of the blessed Great-martyr Euphemia and placed their scrolls
on Saint Euphemia’s breast. Then they put Imperial Seal to the shrine, set a
guard on it and started fasting and praying fervently. Three days later Patriarch
Anatolius and Emperor Marcian in the presence of the participants of the Coun-
cil opened St. Euphemia’s shrine. O miracle! The blessed Euphemia was holding
the scroll with the Orthodox Creed in her right hand, while the scroll of here-
tics was at her feet. Saint Euphemia, as if she was alive, raised her hand and gave
the scroll with the Orthodox Creed to Patriarch Anatolius. Saint Great-martyr
Euphemia miraculously confirmed the truth of the Orthodox Faith.

Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople (428-431), refused to allow veneration
of the Virgin as the Mother of God. Heretics considered that Christ consisted
only of one, namely the divine nature.

The Fourth Ecumenical Council held in Chalcedon in 451 formulated that
Christ was “one person in two natures” — fully God and fully man at the same
time (True God and true man in one person). Theological formulation of the
relationship between the human and the divine nature in Christ caused a confl
ict. Anti-Chalcedonians rejected a two-nature definition.



Petre Iberi’s labours in Palestine coincided with one of the most difficult
periods in the history of the Church — the rise of the Monofisite movement. It
especially strongly spread throughout Egypt and Syria-Palestine. The Egyption
monk Theodosius offended by the victory of Orthodoxy (Chalcedonism) at the
Council of Chalcedon, raised a public uprising in Palestine. Theodosius easily
managed to persuade monks as if the Council of Chalcedon had accepted the
doctrinal definition different from the creedal statements of Niceae-Constanti-
nople. The number of rebellious monks who left their monasteries and monas-
tic cells in a desert grew to about ten thousand. The mob of the monks under
the leadership of Theodosius invaded Jerusalem. They rebelled against Juvenal,
the Orthodox patriarch of Jerusalem. Juvenal was forced to leave the episco-
pal throne and flee the Holy City. Theodosius, the Monophysite leader, was
enthroned as Patriarch of Jerusalem. Theodosius ordained anti-Chalcedonian
bishops. Emperor Marcian had to send the imperial Roman troops to Jerusalem
in order to return Patriarch Juvenal to the episcopal See. In Egypt Bishop Timo-
thy Aelurus of Alexandria started rebellion. The Orthodox archbishop Proterius
of Alexandria was brutally slaughtered by heretics in the church on the feast of
Christ’s Holy Resurrection, and Timothy Aelurus (also known as Timothy the
Cat) was proclaimed Archbishop of Alexandria. In Syria Peter the Fuller stirred
a nation to revolt against the Orthodox bishop Martyrius, who held the throne
of the Church of Antioch. Peter the Fuller dethroned Martyrius and occupied
the episcopal See of Antioch.

Saint Petre had to live and labour in the epicenter of the heresy, although
he did not take an active part in the conflict between Chalcedonians and anti-
Chalcedonians. He led an ascetic life. A heavenly man and an earthy angel,
St. Petre, lived in solitude, for the saint father was a great lover of a desert (8,
161-162).

Petre’s withdrawal to a desert, and his obvious attempt not to interfere in
the conflict arisen in the Church points out that Petre remained faithful to those
Christian values that reconciled and united opposed parties. But interpreters did
not wish to see it (6, 13).

Theodosius, the Monophysite patriarch of Jerusalem, consecrated Petre as
bishop by force, against his own will and in spite of his great resistance. Petre
even declared that he was a heretic. Juvenal, the Chalcedonian patriarch of Je-
rusalem, after the Council, returned to the Holy City together with the Roman
troops. Juvenal removed from the episcopal throne all the bishops ordained by
Theodosius except St. Petre because of his Chalchedonian views (4,14 ).
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believers (Chalcedonians)' perished in the battle. Heretics were nu-
merous in number, therefore, they resisted greatly. The heretics were
defeated in the end.

One day, when the holy and blessed Petre was conducting the
Divine Liturgy, he visibly beheld how souls of the righteous torment-
ed by heretics were being taken up into heaven to the Lord by an-
gels with great glory. He also beheld souls of heretics who were being
thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulphur. The vision was given
to St. Petre from God in order to preach the Truth to his flock and

strengthen unbelievers in the true Faith.

! The famous Georgian spiritual figures state that the Georgian Apostolic
Orthodox Church has never been to the Monophysite heresy. In his work The
Hierarchy of the Georgian Orthodox Church, Catholicoses and Archbishops, Saint
Polievktos (Karbelashvili) the Confessor(+1936) reports that Bishop Michael (446-
471) of Kartli, and then the first catholicos of Kartli, Holy Petre (472-510), a pupil of
St. Gregory the Theologian, had heated quarrels with the Armenians over the doc-
trinal definition of the Council of Chalcedon. Holy King Vakhtang Gorgasali before
his blessed repose made a will in which Holy King Vakhtang appealed to the Geor-
gin nation to be strong in the Faith and to keep the union with the Greek Church.
(The Georgian Church remained always in close alliance with the Greek Church).
After Holy King Vakhtang Gorgasali had died (+502), the country was conquered by
the Persians. At the beginning of the sixth century the Georgian Orthodox Church
turned out to be in danger of heretical teaching. In reality, the danger was very se-
rious, for the Armenians encouraged by the Persians tried to sow evil seeds in Kar-
tli. Our heavenly guardian angel the Most Holy Mother of God saved the Georgian
Church from the Monophysite heresy. She appeared to St. loane and entrusted
him to deliver the Iberian people from the heresy. The eminent Georgian scholar
Academician Shalva Nutsubidze considers the Georgian fathers Venerable loane of
Zedazeni and his twelve disciples to be the disciples of Holy Petre Iberi. They grad-
uated from the Georgian Theological School founded by Sts. Petre Iberi and Ioane
Lazi, and Venerable Ioane and his twelve disciples returned to their motherland
in about 530. The labours of these Holy Fathers are immeasurable before God and
the Georgian nation. They uprooted the Monophysite heresy and strengthened



The God-loving and Orthodox emperor Marcian reigned for six
years and departed from life. Heretics seized an opportunity and con-
quered some districts of the country. Once, they gathered together
and decided to murder Archbishop Saint Petre Kartveli (the Georgian)
by trickery. In order to fulfil their insidious intention, they took a boy
with them. But when they neared the door, knocked and said: “Holy
Father, open the door and heal this demon-possessed boy”, a voice was
heard from heaven: “Petre, do not open the door, for they are wicked
people.” Unbelievers also heard the voice, and the dumbfounded her-
etics ran away. "Though they plot evil against you and devise wick-
ed schemes, they cannot succeed; for You will make them turn their
backs ...”(Psalm 21:11-12).

When the blessed Petre learned that they were about to kill
him insidiously, he told me: “My son Zakaria, rise up and let us go
to a foreign country. I'm afraid if we are killed, they will perish.”
We left that place and arrived in a village. It was a holy Sunday. The

the Christian Faith preached by Saint Nino. They founded the Georgian monastic
life and established schools at the monasteries founded by them. Although, at the
beginning of the 7th century the danger again threatened to the Orthodox (Chal-
cedonian) Faith strengthened by the labours of Venerable Ioane and his twelve
disciples. In the year 604 Persia conquered Kartli again, and forced the Georgian
nation to renew the union with the Armenian Church. At that time Kirion I was
Catholicos of Kartli. His foresight and brilliant diplomacy rescued the Georgian
Church from the Armenian faith (the Monophysite heresy). Our ancestors were
justly proud of their steadfastness in the true Faith. Venerable Giorgi of the Holy
Mountain (+1065) declared before the patriarch of Antioch, the Theodosius III:
“We believe in the One True God, we have never denied him, and we have
never turned from Him to heresy”. In the remarkable historical work On the Di-
vision of the Georgian and Armenian Churches, Holy Catholicos Arsen the Great
(+887) logically proved that the Georgian Church had followed the path of the true
Christianity steadfastly throughout history, while the Armenian Church had strayed
from the true path when it accepted the Monophysite heresy (53, 341).
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holy and blessed Petre ordered that an altar be prepared for the Sun-
day Liturgy. But the house where he was going to celebrate the di-
vine service turned out to be a heathen temple. Idols stood on the
rising ground. I told him: “Holy Father, it might not be worth cel-
ebrating the Liturgy here”. But the saint replied: “My son, we of-
fer a sacrifice to God, not to demons”. As soon as he began to burn
incense, flames leapt out of the censer and burnt the idols to ashes.

But the house was safe. On seeing that miracle, we glorified God.

Then we arrived in a town where we stayed for some days. A
certain Christian man lived in that town. The daughter of that man
lay sick. She was close to death. The man decided to ask a sorcerer
for help. When the girl’s mother heard about it, she came to the saint
father, fell down at his feet and pleaded with him tearfully: “O servant
of Christ God, have mercy on me. Heal my sick daughter and deliver
her, because her father is going to bring a sorcerer home”. Saint Petre
felt pity for her and replied: “Do not cry. Christ will heal your daugh-
ter, and I think the sorcerer will not last till the morning. Saint Petre
took the holy oil and anointed the girl in the name of the Most Holy
Trinity. Then he took her by the hand and helped her up. Instantly she
stood up quite healthy. The people who saw the miracle praised God,
Whose love endures forever. As St. Petre prophesied, at dawn the sor-
cerer was found dead. The news of St. Petre’s glory spread throughout
that region.

A certain nobleman lived in that town. He invited the holy and
blessed Petre and his companions to have dinner with him. Since he
did not want to offend the nobleman, the holy and blessed Petre vis-
ited him. When we sat down to dinner, the host started abusing and
shouting at his people, for he was bad-tempered. Then the holy father
heard voice from heaven: “Petre, have not you read in the Holy Gos-



pel? Men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every
careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquit-
ted, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:36-37).
My name is being blasphemed in that house and you are still there”.
Holy Petre thought up an excuse and got up from the meal quickly.
We left the host’s house and went away.

The next day we left for monasteries outside town, for the holy
father wanted to celebrate the Liturgy in one of the monasteries. The
noblemen of that town came to the holy and blessed Petre and started
unwholesome talks as usual. Holy Petre kept silent. He entered the
altar of the temple to conduct the church service. An angel of the Lord
appeared to him and was trying to throw him out of the altar. Holy
Petre asked the angel tearfully “What wrong have I done? What is my
fault? Why am I to blame? “The angel of the Lord answered: “Petre,
when you are about to offer the Bloodless Sacrifice, you must not heed
vain talks. Avoid godless chatter, do not corrupt your heart and mind,
and do not leave your kind diligence, for pure mind (heart, thoughts)
is important and above any offerings and sacrifices. Now you are for-
given, but from now on be careful when you are about to perform the
holy service.” Holy Petre fell on his knees before the angel, begged his
forgiveness and glorified the Lord God.

After several days we left that place. On the way the holy and
blessed Petre performed many miracles. Holy Petre healed many sick
and disabled by the power of Christ God and brought many back to
God.

Time passed. Leo the Great was crowned ruler of Bizantium. There
was a great peace in the House of God. The blessed emperor wrote to
the holy Petre to return to his diocese. The Holy Father came back
to his episcopal See and shepherded his flock with the help of Christ
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God. After that, he built a beautiful church outside the city, gathered
worthy monks, founded a monastery and established the typicon — the
divine and spiritual rules for the community.

The strict ascetic life finally took its toll on the blessed Petre’s
health. Because of constant fasting, his health grew weak. He suffered
from a stomach ache. He was advised to set off for the hot spring.
When citizens heard that the blessed father was about to leave for
treatment, the young people of the city accompanied him. Among
them were many pagans. The blessed Petre preached the good news of
the Kingdom of God and baptized nearly two hundred pagans. So they
were filled with joy and praised the Lord.

After that, the blessed and holy Petre started talking to them again.
At that time when we came to that region of Palestine, we wished to
visit the mountain, where Moses the Prophet had found his last rest.
A holy monk, ascetic-hermit, dwelt on the Mount of Moses. The holy
monk had been labouring there for forty years without leaving his
cell. On seeing us, the hermit addressed me, “Petre, you are welcome,
the son of the Iberian king”. I begged his forgiveness and said that this
was not true. The hermit replied to me: “Do not deny what we have
already known from Christ God.” Then he revealed to me all work of
my life, and also that I would become bishop of a city with the multi-
tude of population. That ascetic has just reposed in peace. When I was
baptizing those people, I beheld how God’s Holy Spirit came upon the
holy font and filled it with an ineffable light and brilliance. I also saw
the soul of the righteous taking up into heaven by the host of angels.
We are about to go and venerate his holy relics. And you, my chil-
dren, can return home. May the power of the Most high overshadow
you. St. Petre dismissed them with a blessing. We set off for the holy

monk’s cell, kissed his holy relics, said our prayers and left that place.



On the way we came to the cell of a holy monk. On seeing St.
Petre, the holy father was filled with joy. They greeted each other,
prayed and started divine talks. After they said much useful for a soul,
the holy monk told the holy and blessed Petre: “Before I came to this
place, I had seen a cave. In that cave I saw the departed monk whose
face was shining like the sun and was full of all grace. I kissed his
holy face with fear and joy. I remembered that place and informed
all lovers of God about it. When we came back, the holy monk had
not been there. We considered this miracle to be a sign from God and
constructed a church in that place. Then we entreated God to reveal
to us who that holy monk was. I learned from the Lord that the saint
monk I had seen was Moses the Prophet. When he finished relating it,
the hermit washed our feet. We stayed with him for three days. Then
we received his blessing and proceeded our way.

We arrived at a place where it had not been raining for a long
time. The inhabitants of that place came to the holy bishop and asked
him for help. Holy Father prayed to God fervently. As soon as he fin-
ished praying, the heavens gave rain and the earth produced its crops.
Having seen this miracle, pagans were baptized by the venerable fa-
ther Petre, and everybody glorified the Lord; His love endures forever.

We left that place and came to a village where we were invited
by a certain man who did not have any children. He pleaded with
the holy and blessed Petre to pray to God to grant him a son. Many
other villagers came to him with the same request. The blessed Petre
prayed and then made the sign of the Cross over them. All of them had
children and they praised the Lord for bestowing upon the venerable
father the gift of wonder-working.

We left that place and went to a village called Atomokon, where

we celebrated Pentecost. There lived a certain official of Queen whose
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name was Elijah. He was very hospitable and a lover of the poor and
needy. He was generous with his money and used to distribute alms
to the poor. Elijah was deaf. Once, when we were sitting with him, he
touched the hem of the garment of the holy and blessed Petre with his
ear. Instantly he received healing for his ears and glorified the Lord;
His love endures forever.

Elijah kept us during the summer, for the place was cool and air
- fresh. There was a lake nearby. Elijah would send his servants to
the lake to catch fish and, as if it was God’s Providence, everyday the
fishermen would catch only one fish. The fish was sent to the holy
bishop Petre. A certain rich aristocrat lived nearby. Once he asked for
the fish that was caught for the bishop. Elijah sent his fishermen to the
lake. That day they caught two fish. The holy and blessed Petre sent
one fish to the sick man and informed him that Petre put his hope in
Christ God that this fish would heal him. As soon as the nobleman ate
the fish, he received healing at once, and he praised God.

Soon after we left that place and came to a village. The inhabitants
of that village didn’t sow wheat, or any other grains. They cultivated
only vineyards, produced wine and traded in it. At that time worms
without number attacked vineyards. Because of it, there was a danger
that grape harvest would be poor. As the only source of the villagers’
income was wine, they were greatly disturbed. The holy and blessed
Petre gave them holy water. The villagers sprinkled the holy water on
vines, and the worms were eliminated from the vineyards. This miracle
gave them great joy, and they glorified the Lord God; His love endures
forever.

We proceeded our way and arrived at the monastery of the holy
and blessed Isaiah, where we remained for many days. The blessed and

holy fathers were two radiant stars of the world. The Lord bestowed



upon them the gift of wonder-working. They were great ascetic -her-
mits and were endowed with every virtue. Through their teaching
many souls were brought back to the Lord. Their cells were four miles
away from each other. Isaiah the Recluse was occupied with handi-
work. Because of constant fasting, the blessed Isaiah was exhausted.
Every Sunday the holy father Isaiah used to open the door of his cell
and send two prosphoras to St. Petre, while St. Petre used to send two
fish to the blessed and holy Isaiah. Sts. Isaiah and Petre were full of
Christ’s grace. When the holy fathers met one another, they spiritu-
ally rejoiced in the Lord.

Emperor Leo, the God-fearing and great lover of saints, reigned
for seventeen years and passed away. After his death, Zeno ascend-
ed the throne. He was pious and faithful as well. The emperor heard
about labours and wonders performed by the holy fathers, Isaiah and
Petre. He sent his Eunuch to invite them. When the holy and blessed
Petre learnt of it, he was grieved and started weeping bitterly. He be-
sought the Lord not to admit his departure to the emperor. At night
the blessed Petre fled to a foreign country. The Eunuch handed the
emperor’s letter to the blessed Isaiah. When the blessed father read
the letter, he was in distress. He prayed that he might fall sick. Sud-
denly Father Isaiah swelled so that he couldn’t come out of his cell.
The emperor’s messenger was unable to do anything and returned to
Constantinople. As the Eunuch went away, Father Isaiah recovered
at once. The life and labours of the blessed father Isaiah and wonders
worked by him we had already written by God’s grace. But now we
return to the narrative about the holy and blessed Petre.

The blessed and holy Petre met a gardener in the foreign country.
The gardener was a kind, simple-hearted and honest man. The blessed

Petre stayed with him. One night the gardener had a vision. In the
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vision he saw a man who pointed to a place where holy martyrs had
found their rest. At his request the gardener had to extract the holy
martyrs’ relics out of that place and hand them to Bishop Petre Kartve-
li. In the morning the gardener related his vision to the holy Petre. The
blessed Petre told him: “My son, go and let your bishop know about
your vision. Act as you will be instructed.” The gardener did as he had
been told. The local bishop came to the blessed Petre. They gathered
the people, celebrated a paraklesis of thanksgiving, and the holy relics
of the martyrs were taken out of the ground with great honour. The
holy and blessed Petre ordered the gardener to pray in order to find
out their names. While praying, he saw three men standing before
him. The martyrs were crowned with haloes and were shining. The
martyrs said: “Our names are written in the heaven, but in the world
our names were Lukas, Phocas, and Romanus. We were tortured by
the Persians for the confession of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our bodies
were charred in a fire. The church was constructed in the name of the
holy martyrs where their holy relics were buried with great honour.
The two bishops consecrated the church, and we glorified God.

While we were still there, the main priest of the monastery came
to us. He told the holy and blessed Petre that they had received an-
other letter in his name from Emperor Zeno. The letter read: “Holy
Fathers, remember me in your holy prayers. Do not trouble to see me”.
The emperor’s decision rejoiced the venerable father.

We left that place and set off for our city. Assoon as we approached
it, the people went out to meet the holy bishop with lighted candles,
chanting hymns and burning incense. They fell on their knees before
St. Petre and worshiped him. Holy Petre greeted and blessed them.
The fl ock kissed his holy face, and we all entered the holy church and

prayed there. The whole city rejoiced over the return of their shep-



herd. A lot of people assembled to listen to the holy father’s preach-
ing. They had been looking forward to his sermon. St. Petre, the true
shepherd, blessed his flock with the sign of the Cross and started edi-
fying them: “My children, our beloved brothers and all with you in
Christ, first of all, stand firm and defend the holy and righteous Faith
of the Most Holy Trinity. Clothe yourselves with hope, love, humility,
righteousness, compassion, patience, kindness, and quietness. Be kind
and compassionate to one another, hospitable and a lover of strang-
ers. Strive to do divine and spiritual deeds, imitate who are holy and
divine, and make every effort to gain holy virtues. Obey your spiritual
fathers as if you obey angels of God. Remember their words as if they
have come from the mouth of God”. Holy Petre gave them a lot more
useful advice for their souls. His God-pleasing sermon enlightened
their souls, and they praised God; His love endures forever.

After St. Petre had finished his sermon, the head of the city invit-
ed us to have dinner with him. We were sitting down to dinner when
a certain man came and informed us about Father Isaiah’s death. We
did not want the holy and blessed Petre to know it at once, although
he learned of Father Isaiah’s repose through the Holy Spirit. When we
got up from the meal, the holy and blessed Petre told us: “My children,
why are you surprised at Father Isaiah’s passing away? The disciples
of Christ God, the prophets, and all the saints died as well. Even our
Lord Jesus Christ drank that cup. Having said it, he got up and en-
tered his cell. He knelt before the icons of the Saviour and the Most
Holy Mother of God, wept bitterly and besought fervently: “O blessed
and holy father Isaiah, today you have entered the Lord’s rest. Soon I
am about to die. From now on Father Isaiah, intercede with the Most
Holy Trinity on behalf of us. Holy Petre prayed to God with fervent
tears at length.
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A few days later Father Isaiah’s disciple came and told us about
his blessed repose. We asked him when the blessed father died. He
told us the following: “When our Father Isaiah fell sick, we came to
the door of his cell. He was talking to somebody. When we entered
the cell, there was nobody there except our blessed father”. We asked
him who he had been talking to. The blessed father replied, “John the
Baptist came and told me that my soul would be taken in three days.”
I asked John the Forerunner what his food was in the desert. He an-
swered: “Every green and plants were my food”. When Father Isaiah
told us about it, we were amazed at hearing it and praised the Lord
God Almighty. Three days later he peacefully departed to the Lord.
When brothers heard about his blessed repose, they received a bless-
ing from his holy relics and committed his holy body to the earth with
great reverence. While he was still alive, I asked him: “Holy Father
Isaiah, how should I behave after you?” The blessed father answered
me: “My son, go to Bishop Petre Kartveli and stay with him, for after
us this place will be completely deserted”. So it happened.

Once a certain Jew, a fisherman, came to us. He suffered badly
from dropsy. His belly was swollen extremely. He fell on his knees be-
fore the holy and blessed Petre and entreated to heal him. Holy Petre
told him: “Go home. If you are healed tonight, come tomorrow, and
I will baptize you. If not, then, do not come!” That night the fisher-
man was healed through the holy and blessed Petre’s prayer. In the
morning the blessed Petre baptized him, and the fisherman praised the
Almighty God.

The blessed and holy archbishop Petre regarded prayers and the
reading of books as the crown of every virtue. He himself read the holy
books day and night. The blessed father would say that a monk’s mind

is unfruitful without reading books and listening to spiritual teaching



like a vineyard that withers and gives no fruit without water.

Time has come, my beloved brothers, to tell you about the repose
of the holy bishop Petre and his standing before the Most Holy Trin-
ity. The blessed father himself knew very well the day and hour of his
leaving this world. One day, when St. Petre sensed that the day of his
repose was near, he called all his disciples to him and edified them at
length. He strengthened them in the Faith and instructed them in the
spiritual life. St. Petre’s disciples were moved so deeply by his teach-
ing that they shed tears in abundance. After the sermon, he spoke
openly: “My children and brothers, the time of my departure from this
world is near. You will not see me in the flesh again. I will walk in the
way I have never walked before. And you, my beloved, remember my
love towards you. Do not forget me.” Everybody was grieved to hear
the saint’s words and wept bitterly. The venerable father blessed them
with the sign of the Cross, bade them farewell and permitted them to
go in peace. After that, he entered his cell, knelt before the icon of the
Saviour, and prayed to Christ God with fervent tears to have mercy on
his flock and the entire world.

A certain brother by the name of Athanasius lived with us. Father
Athanasius was honest, kind, quiet, and humble in heart. He was a dis-
ciple of Father Zeno. When Father Zeno’s death drew near, Athana-
sius asked his spiritual Father Zeno:” What can I do after you abandon
this world?” Father Zeno replied: “My son Athanasius, after my death
go to the holy bishop Petre Kartveli and stay with him, for he who is
in his obedience will keep his way pure. He will walk in the way of the
Truth. After the death of Father Zeno, Father Athanasius came to the
holy and blessed Petre and stayed with us for two years.

One night Father Athanasius was weeping bitterly. When the
blessed Petre heard his weeping, he opened the door of his cell and
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asked him: “My son Athanasius, what has happened? Why are you
crying so bitterly?” Father Athanasius replied: “O Holy Father, why
are you asking me about what has been already known to your ho-
liness?”.Holy Petre asked humbly again: “Tell me, my son, for I do
not understand!” Then Fr. Athanasius answered: “O Holy Father, you
know everything. Although, as a token of obedience, I will tell you
what I have seen. Tonight my spiritual father Zeno came to me, un-
worthy. He greeted me and said: “The Lord has given an order that in
a few days the holy bishop Petre Kartveli will stand before Him, be-
cause the saints besought the Lord that the holy bishop Petre Kartveli
to leave his body and dwell with them; the holy and blessed Petre has
tortured his body a long time for God’s love and now he has grown
weak”. The Lord said to them: “He should be on earth in order to con-
vert many souls to the true Faith”. But the saints again entreated the
Lord to take St. Petre to Him. Then the Sovereign Lord, the Maker of
heaven and earth, ordered that all the saints assemble in ten days and
come to the holy and blessed Petre Kartveli. The Lord ordered that St.
Petre the Martyr, Archbishop of Alexandria, carry off his soul. The
brother Athanasius related his vision to the holy and blessed Petre
and was weeping, saying: “O Holy Father, we are mourning over our
orphanage, for you are leaving us”. Holy Petre told him to be patient
and consoled him with divine teaching.

From that time on the holy and blessed Petre ate nothing. With
his hands stretched out he prayed to Christ for ten days. On the tenth
day he summoned us, comforted and strengthened us with spiritual
teaching and established the rules for the monastery. Then he entered
the church, called his flock to him and instructed them for the last
time. The holy and blessed Petre celebrated the Liturgy, received Holy
Communion, and then he served the Holy Gifts to the clergy and his



flock. After the liturgical service, he wished peace to everybody, say-
ing: “My dear children, from now on you will not see me.” Everyone
burst out crying. The clergy kissed his holy face and hands. The people
also kissed his holy feet and garment, weeping bitterly. The holy father
told them: “What are you doing? Why are you grieving my soul? My
children, go home; have a rest, and in case of need, I will call you.” He
hardly managed to persuade them to go home. Then he told us: “My
children, you have a rest too. Do not bother me any more,” and let us
go to have meal.

He himself went into his cell with one of the brothers and prayed
to God. When we got up from the table, the blessed Petre called us to
him. On the way we sensed a sweet-smelling fragrance issuing forth
from his cell. We entered the cell and venerated the saint. The holy fa-
ther blessed us with the sign of the Cross and admonished us for the last
time. Then he made the sign of the Cross over his face and peacefully
passed into eternity. The host of angels and all the saints who were led
by Saint Archbishop Petre of Alexandria (Hieromartyr Petre of Alexan-
dria was tortured in Alexandria in the year 311) took his holy soul up
into heaven. Thus, Petre’s holy soul was presented to God with glory
and honour. The Sovereign Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth, said
to him: “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and-
share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:23).

The news of the saint’s death spread quickly. A lot of people gath-
ered from all over the city and nearby villages, for the holy father was
highly regarded by the people. The noblemen and city officials, the rich
and poor, the young and elderly people flocked to bid farewell to the
venerable father. They were shedding tears and kissing his holy rel-
ics. The people brought all their sick: the mute, deaf, lame, crippled,

demon-possessed, and many others. Those who touched the hem of the
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saint’s vestment, or his holy relics with faith were healed of their bodily
infirmities instantly. The people were amazed when they saw the mute
speaking, the lame walking, the blind receiving their sight, and they
praised God. His love endures forever.

Both joy and sorrow were great. The joy was due to miraculous
healings and wonders worked through Petre’s holy relics. But the keen
sorrow and mourning were caused, because they were parting bodily
with such a radiant star. Because of the multitude of people who came
to bid farewell to the saint, we hardly managed to bury him after three
days. We buried the venerable father in his monastery befitting his ho-
liness. A lot of lights and candles were lit, incense was being burnt, and
hymns were being chanted in his honour. An ineffable sweet-smelling
fragrance was issuing forth from his holy body that was above all fra-
grances on earth, like a light of the sun that exceeds the splendor of stars.
A heavenly man and an earthly angel, the holy and divinely-robed our
Father Petre Kartevli' (the Georgian), Bishop of Maiuma in Palestine,
fell asleep in the Lord on the second of December on Friday, at the age

! “...There was to be seen and heard much weeping and wailing of the in-
habitants of the village, all of them weeping at their being deprived of him, be-
cause they were remembering the many wonders and signs and healings that God
showed them through him, and especially the great acts of relief and almsgiving
that the blessed one performed for them...When it was early morning, having
wrapped and bound the saint’s body according to custom, we laid it in front of the
holy altar so that, while it was set there, the holy oblation would be offered on his
behalf. There were some of the brethren who had not yet taken the holy habit.
They brought garments for them, and by the hands of the holy body there were
blessed, and thus they clothed them with joy.

When the holy mysteries were offered and completed on his behalf, his heirs
applied much care and hastened to take his body and lay it in his old monastery,
located in the congregation beside Maiuma of Gaza, before the news of his death
was heard by the inhabitants of the city of Gaza and Maiuma. For they were afraid



that, if the inhabitants of the city would hear about it ahead of time, they would
come at a run and take his holy body by force and lay it in one of the temples
in these cities because of the great faith and love they had for him. For even all
those who were not in communion with us esteemed him like an angel and like
a prophet...While we had thus fasted the whole day in sadness, when evening
came we were about to take food. Two senior priests were staying with us, Abba
Athanasius the Egyptian, and Abba Maxos, a simple man and truly without guile,
who from his childhood until his old age kept the way of life of asceticism in holi-
ness, humility, and virginity, being gentle and humble and full of spiritual grace,
whom the blessed one used to have stand with him at the holy altar, carrying the
holy fans, because of the full assurance he had in him. Before we would sit down
to eat, this one suddenly cried out, saying, “Listen to me! Listen to me! By him
God Who took his soul and glorified His saint in this world is about to glorify him
more in the eternal life! With all truth I am telling you, hear these things that are
being said by me and that until this hour were hidden because of his command...
While I was standing then with him, during one of these last holy services of his,
I saw as it were a cloud that was like a purple robe and from it the palm of a hand
stretched out over the altar. Since I was afraid and in amazement, I was seized by
great fear, and I stood there trembling, whereas the saint was looking and observ-
ing it but said nothing, because he knew the cause. When the holy service was fi
-nished, I thought it over and decided that henceforth I would not dare to stand
before such dreadful mysteries. During another holy service the day after that
last one that the blessed one performed, again he commanded me to stand with
him... Again I saw, no longer only the palm of the hand, but all of the hand up to
the elbow stretched out from the cloud over the altar, so that now I almost died
from fear. When the holy service was finished, since I could no longer stand with
him, I also entered the cell of the blessed one, where he took off and laid down
his holy vestment. I threw myself upon the earth and was asking him, saying,
“Forgive me!”... But when I was about to speak and tell the vision, as he cut off
my word, he said to me: “Keep silence! You will have to give answer to the Son of
God on the Day of Judgment if you let this word go out from your mouth during
my lifetime. While I have kept his command until now, since now the time has
come, I have revealed to you and I proclaim to everyone with what kind of a saint
we were esteemed worthy to dwell together and from what kind of a father and
shepherd and bishop and servant of God and firm supporter of our souls we have
become bodily separated... God stretched out his hand to him and called him to
himself, as it is written, “The right hand of the Lord worked a mighty deed; the
right hand of the Lord lifted me up.” And again, “You have seized my right hand,
and according to your will you have guided me. And you have taken me to you
with glory.” (50, 265-273).
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of sixty-five, during the reign of Emperor Zeno.

I, poor Zakaria, his disciple, accompanied the holy father from
Kartli and remained with him until his repose in the Lord. That is why,
I have described his life and virtuous deeds that I saw with my own eyes
and heard with my own ears. The blessed and holy father himself as a
kind father hid nothing from us, his children, for our benefit. He related
his visions to his disciples. As to miraculous signs and wonders done by
him, we ourselves were eye-witnesses.

Christ knows that I have described a few out of many as if I ex-
tracted tiny drops from the vast sea. I acted like this, for by the envious
devil’s instillation, a great number of miracles and countless good deeds
Saint Petre performed would not seem unbelievable to you.

And we, our beloved brothers in the Lord, eagerly desire our saint
fathers’ lives, and ask them for their intercessions before the Most Holy
Trinity, especially the blessed and holy Petre - the Jewel and Pride of
the Georgians and the intercessor of the entire world. As enlightened by
St. Father Petre, through his intercession, together with him, we might
become worthy of the Heavenly Kingdom in our Lord Jesus Christ to
Whom is due all glory, honour and veneration with the Father without
beginning and the Almighty and Life-giving Holy Spirit now and unto
the endless ages. Amen!

Glory be to God.



With glorious hymns we praise and venerably glorify
our Holy Hierarch Petre — a radiant star of the
world and the Pride of the Georgian nation, especially
of the city of Maiuma, the whole Palestine,
Alexandria and Egypt, the Skytis and Thebaid,
where he laboured and performed God-pleasing
deeds. His wonderful works and miraculous healings
were heard through all the earth. And now, he
entreats the Most Holy Trinity to make us worthy
of His glory!

From a royal root blossomed out
you Holy Father, robed with every kind of virtue.
Grace of your miraculous signs and
wonders went out into all the earth. Therefore
by the grace of God, you were anointed
with the chrism of hierarch.You, a good shepherd,
lay down your life for Christ’s sheep, and now
you dwell with all the saints in the shelter of the Most High.
O Holy Father, intercede with Christ God to grant our souls

great mercy!
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